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2020 TeSA 
 Summer Reading 

DID YOU KNOW... 
Reading at least 20 minutes each day during the summer can prevent learning loss? 
The goal of our summer reading program is to encourage all students to read for fun 
and to explore learning opportunities during the summer months. Summer reading also 
helps our students combat “summer slide,” so that they can return to school in the fall 
ready to learn! 

An Invitation to Read…
Since the goals of a summer reading assignment are to (1) keep students reading over 
the summer and (2) to foster a love of reading that will (3) help create life-long readers 
with (4) an ability to self-select texts for purpose and pleasure, we are offering all 
students the chance to choose the book(s) they will read for their summer 
assignments. 

You can actually, for real, not kidding, choose any book you want to read, as long as 
you are prepared to complete a project on how it connects to the quote your English 
teacher provides and present that project to your classmates in the first week of school. 

All Reading/English teachers will propose a guiding quote for summer reading, and 
students will self-select a text that they believe connects to that quote.  Each teacher 
will offer suggested texts for students who feel overwhelmed by the enormity of 
choice.  This document contains ALL summer reading guidelines for 
Kindergarten-6th grade.  DO NOT PRINT THE ENTIRE THING. 

In grades 3-6, students will choose one fiction text.

How Will You Demonstrate Your Learning? 
All students will choose from a variety of projects to demonstrate their understanding of 
the text(s) they chose.  Please see the final pages of this document for the project 
ideas, directions, and the rubric. Students should have their projects prepared for the 
first week of school and wait for further instructions from their teachers about when 
presentations will take place. 



















       First Grade Summer Reading        
We are very excited to be a part of your child’s reading next school year.  In order to gain confidence and fluency, a child must 
be exposed to hearing and reading grade level appropriate texts.  Because reading is such a fundamental part of a child being 

successful in first grade, your child’s first two grades next year will be two book reports that they will complete over the 
summer with your help.  Because all students are at different reading levels, we do not assign specific books.  We have made 

some suggestions that include early reading books, as well as chapter books.  Please select books that fit best for your student. 

Book Suggestions : Dr. Seuss Books, Little Critter Books, Cam Jansen Series, Amelia Bedelia, Arthur Series, Frog and Toad 
Stories, Biscuit Series, Bernstein Bears Series, Nate the Great, Junie B. Jones Series, Magic Tree House Series. 

Assignment: Your child will choose 2 books this summer to complete book reports on.   

Book Report #1: (completed on a paper of your choice: copy paper, construction paper, handwriting paper, etc.) 

Draw a picture of the Main Character in the story (25 points) 

Label the character with the character’s name (25 points) 

Color the character with markers, crayons, or colored pencils (25 points)  

Write at least one sentence describing the character (25 points)  

 

Book Report #2: (completed on a paper of your choice: copy paper, construction paper, handwriting paper, etc.) 

Draw a picture of the setting in the story (where the story takes place) (25 points) 

Color your picture with markers, crayons, or colored pencils (25 points) 

Write at least one sentence describing the setting (25 points) 

Write whether the story was real or fantasy (25 points) 

THESE TWO BOOK REPORTS WILL BE YOUR CHILD’S FIRST TWO GRADES FOR THE SCHOOL 
YEAR.  BOTH REPORTS ARE DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. 

Please be a part of your child’s reading this summer.  We recommend your child read at least 100 minutes a week throughout the 
summer.  This can include you reading to your child or your child reading to you.  When first grade starts, this will be a weekly 

grade for your kiddo to read 100 minutes each week. 

We are looking forward to a great year full of learning! 

    ~~Your First Grade Teachers~~     



 2020 Summer Reading List  

For Incoming 2nd graders 

All incoming 2nd grade students will be required to read the following books over the summer.  A grade will be 
taken on each assignment, which is due on the first day of school. 

1. Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White  
This is a 2nd grade Core Knowledge novel.  Because this book is difficult for most 2nd graders to read 
alone, it can be read BY the student, read TO the child, LISTENED TO from an audio recording or 
ebook, or read WITH a parent.  After reading, please complete the “Critics Corner” assignment.   
 

2. Paul Bunyan, a Tall Tale by Steven Kellogg 
This is a Tall Tale in picture book format that most students enjoy reading because of the humorous 
illustrations.  After reading, please complete the “My Reading Log” assignment. 
 

3. Student Choice chapter book: (Please choose ONE of the following books): 

Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish (any book from the series) 

Frog & Toad by Arnold Lobel (any book from the series) 

Junie B. Jones by Peggy Parish (any book from this series) 

Horrible Harry by Suzy Kline (any book from this series) 

Cam Jansen by David A. Adler (any book from this series) 

Another 2nd grade level or higher chapter book of the student’s choice. 

These books are on a 2nd grade level and should be read by the student.  After reading, please 
complete the “Thinking About My Reading” assignment.   

 

In 2nd grade, we teach the students to take an active role in their reading by having good reading behaviors.  
We teach students to be aware of strategies good readers use when they are reading, so that each time they 
read, they will improve on their accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.  We will also teach them how to pick 
books that are appropriate for their reading level so that books will be enjoyable to read, instead of frustrating 
or boring.  Studies have shown that if a student reads, or is read to, for 20 minutes each day, it will improve 
their reading level over time.  I have also included a list of activities you can complete with your child to 
improve fluency.  I look forward to teaching your child this coming year.  HAPPY READING! 

Julie Murray   

2nd Grade Reading/Language Arts & Social Studies Teacher 

julie.murray@mytesa.org  



Fluency Activities 

If your child is struggling with fluency, or would like to improve their reading, here are some things you can do 
with them at home to help: 

• Read out loud: Repeatedly reading out loud improves reading fluency and overall reading 
achievement.  Even if they are reading alone, it is beneficial for students to practice reading out loud. 

• Use a reading tracker: Students can read with a “tracker” of some kind to keep them from losing their 
place.  This can be any kind of straight edge like a piece of paper or ruler.  If you do not have a straight 
edge, the student can also use their finger to track words as they read them. 

• Echo reading: Students can “echo” back what you read to improve accuracy, speed, and expression.  
The adult or older sibling can read a line of text orally, stressing appropriate phrasing and intonation to 
model fluent reading for the student.  Have the student read the same line immediately following the 
reader’s example.  The reader and student continue reading the entire passage in echo fashion.  
Increase the amount of text read at a time as students become more proficient.   

• Read along with books on audio: Have students read out loud along with an audio or ebook. 
Encourage students to track the words with their finger as they read. Students should repeat the 
activity until they can read along with expression and good intonation.  Students should then read the 
book out loud to someone. 

• Read decodable (easy level) books: Have students read a slightly easier level book, repeatedly to 
increase fluency.  A student should be able to read 98% of the words in a book to help increase fluency.  
Books by the same author are helpful for this purpose as they usually have the same kind of sentence 
structure and use the same kinds of words.  The goal is not for them to memorize the words, but to 
become familiar enough with them that they do not have to sound out many words.   

• Choral reading: Students should read text along with someone to improve confidence, accuracy, and 
speed.  It is OK if they read words slightly behind you as you read along.  This forces them to speed up 
in order to keep up with the other reader. 

• Buddy reading: Students can stake turns reading out loud with someone to build accuracy, prosody, 
and reading rate. 

• Timed Repeated Readings: Students can time themselves with a timer to see how long it takes them to 
complete reading a passage.  This helps students gain accuracy and fluency.  They can repeat this 
reading from time to time to see if their fluency has increased. 

The 2nd grade end of year reading fluency goal is 90 words per minute.  The end of year goal for 1st grade is 
60 words per minute, which means that most 2nd graders should be reading at least 60 words per minute at 
the beginning of 2nd grade.  By the middle of 2nd grade, students should be reading about 75-80 words per 
minute.  If they are not at 75-80 words per minute by the middle of 2nd grade, it is often difficult for them to 
reach the end of year goal, which in turn means that they could struggle in 3rd grade.  The above activities are 
researched and proven to help increase fluency.  Many of these activities are completed in class at some point 
during each week of 2nd grade.  Please let me know if you have any questions about these activities. 

Julie Murray 

2nd grade Reading/Language Arts Teacher 



0

00-

I
qj

Cl)

G
)

Cl)

—
4

—

(f)cz

zC)V

Name: ________________________

Complete after reading Charolette’s Web



My ReadMng Log
Date:

Book 1 tHo ‘ b Book Author

(‘ \- .. e r end. rc PaLJJ

I I started reading the book

____

I finished reading the book,,._
2 1 chose this book to read because

3. Ihe best: part of this 1)00k was

This book vas easy/not easy or hard/not hard to read because

1 ijked this book because

1 wilhlwill not tell a friend to read this book because

Complete this after reading Paul Bunyan.

Paul Bunyan
Stephen Kellog



Thhnküng About My ReadingCUr i c t rc Qr* c -o C

Child:_________________________ Date:___________ Grade:_

Teacher: P1 1. U School: S A:

WI..en I read,
4j N

I think about what I already know. ) K)
4 N N N

I pictire in my mind what I am reading about,

I think about what is going to happen next in a story. () 1)
4 N 74

I ask myself ifwhat I’m reading makes sense

When I read by myself, I feel like this )

My favorite kinds of books are

________________________________________

When I come to a word I don’t know, I

When I finish reading a story, I sometimes

This is a picture of my favorite story.

2nd

TeSA

Complete after reading the student choice chapter book.

Second Grade Teachers



 
3rd Grade    
 
Guiding Quote: "Be kind to every kind, not just mankind" - Anthony Douglas 
Williams  
 
Suggested titles: 
 
Hero by Jennifer Li Shotz 
Max by Jennifer Li Shotz 
The Tales of Desperaux by Kate DiCamillo 
Captain Pug (series) by Laura James 
The Puppy Place #54, Rusty by Ellen Miles 
Bad Kitty (chapter book series) by Nick Bruel 
Ribsy by Beverly Cleary  
Tornado by Betsy Byars 
The Bad Guys (series) by Aaron Blabey  
Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl  
  



4th Grade 
 
Guiding quote: “Hard times don't create heroes. It is during the hard times 
when the 'hero' within us is revealed.” - Bob Riley 

Heroes come in many forms.  In 4th grade you will be studying Texas 
history, so here are some suggested readings: 

Flygirl by Sherri Smith (Women Airforce pilots in Sweetwater, TX) 
Winnie’s War by Jenny Moss (1918 Spanish influenza) 
A Line in the Sand by Sherry Garland (the Alamo) 
Survival in the Storm: The Dustbowl Diary of Grace Edwards by Katelan 
Janke 
Susanna of the Alamo: A True Story by John Jakes and Paul Bacon 
Wait for Me, Watch for Me, Eula Bee by Patricia Beatty (fiction set in West 
Tx) 
Hurricane Heroes in Texas by Mary Pope Osborne (Magic Treehouse #30)  

Here are some other suggestions:  

The Hero Two Doors Down: Based on a True Story of Friendship Between 
a Boy and a Baseball Legend by Sharon Robinson 
Heroes of Olympus Books and Percy Jackson Books by Rick Riordan 
DK Readers: Horse Heroes: True Stories of Amazing Horses by Kate Petty 

  



5th Grade 
 
Guiding quote: “Many of life’s failures are people who do not realize how 
close they were to success when they gave up.”- Thomas Edison 
 
Here are some choices,  if you are having trouble finding your own book to 
connect to the quote: 
 
Tuck Everlasting  by Natalie Babbitt 
The Cay  by Theodore Taylor 
Holes by Louis Sachar 
A Family Apart  by Joan Lowery Nixon 
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 
Escape From Aleppo by N.H. Senzai 
Refugee by Alan Gratz 
The Adventures of a Girl Called Bicycle by Christina Uss 
Front Desk by Kelly Yang 
New Kid by Jerry Craft (graphic novel) 
  



6th Grade

Guiding quote: "...in diversity there is beauty and strength." - Maya Angelou 

Suggested Titles: 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
The Stars Beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore 
Zoe in Wonderland by Brenda Woods 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz 
El Deafo by Cece Bell (graphic novel) 



Directions:  

Students in grades 3-6, choose ONE project to complete for the fiction 
text you chose for summer reading.  Complete the project, following 
the rubric below, and have it prepared for the first week of school.  

Students enrolled in a high school English class will choose TWO 
projects to complete, one for the fiction and one for the non-fiction 
piece.  You may choose to complete the same TYPE of project twice, 
but you must do two SEPARATE projects.  Complete the project, 
following the rubric below, and have them prepared for the first week 
of school.  

1. Choreograph and perform an original dance inspired by your book and the
quote.  Your performance must be pre-taped, must last at least 2 minutes, and
the video or a link must be emailed to your teacher or brought in on a thumb
drive.

Write an artist’s statement in which you explain your choices.  Be sure to begin
by summarizing the connection among the book you chose, the dance you
created, and the quote you were assigned.

2. Create an original piece of visual art inspired by your book and the quote.  Your
piece can be 2D or 3D.

Write an artist’s statement in which you explain your artistic choices and how
they reflect the quote. Be sure to begin by summarizing the connection among
the book you chose, the piece you created, and the quote you were assigned.

3. Write and perform an original song inspired by your book.  Your song must
incorporate the quote you were assigned, in some way, as well as actual details from
your book.

Write an artist’s statement explaining your choices.  Be sure to begin by 
summarizing the connection among the book you chose, the song you created, 
and the quote you were assigned. 

You will need to turn in the lyrics and the paragraph.  You may pre-record the 
music, but you do not have to. 

If you choose to rewrite the lyrics to an existing song, please attach the original 
lyrics and songwriter credit. 



4. Create a soundtrack for 3 significant moments in the book.  Provide a list of the
scenes you chose, the lyrics (if there are any), and the performer of your chosen
songs.  Then write an artist’s statement explaining your choices. Be sure to begin by
summarizing the connection among the book you chose, the song you chose for that
scene, and the quote you were assigned. (You will need three different paragraphs for
this project.)

You are making a soundtrack, not a playlist.  Choose songs that would make 
sense playing behind the action in a filmed version and present your soundtrack 
in the order it would actually occur.  Choose scenes that are all connected to the 
quote you were assigned. 

5. Create a short film based on the book.  The film must be between 2 and 15
minutes in length and must explore the connection between the book and the assigned
quote.  It must be submitted via a link or on a flashdrive.

Write an artist’s statement explaining your choices.  Be sure to begin by 
summarizing the connection among the book you chose, the film you created, 
and the quote you were assigned. 

6. Creative writing: Write a short story, fan fiction, series of poems, or create a
graphic novella inspired by at least three separate chapters or scenes of  your book and
the assigned quote.

Write an artist’s statement explaining your choices.  Be sure to begin by 
summarizing the connection among the book you chose, the work you created, 
and the quote you were assigned. 

7. Maybe there’s a project we haven’t imagined.  If you have an idea other than the
ones already on this page, email your idea to your ELA teacher for approval by August
1, 2020 (see list of teacher emails below).  You will still have to write an artist’s
statement explaining your choices.  Be sure to begin by summarizing the connection
among the book you chose, the project you created, and the quote you were assigned.

To get a different project approved, or if we can help in any other way, please see the 
following list for the appropriate email. 

3rd Grade, Mrs. McNary 

4th Grade, Ms. Staub 

5th Grade, Ms. Bibens 

6th Grade,  



PROJECT RUBRIC 
The project consists of both the creative project and the artist’s statement (except in the case of the 
composition.) The project this summer asks for the student to make the connection between the chosen 
book and the guiding quote. This means that the student is being asked to think critically and find that 
connection--there is no single right answer for this, so be creative.  All projects are graded as ORIGINAL 
creative works. If an idea is borrowed, please give credit to the original artist, as well as giving credit to 
music used if applicable. Plagiarism will be considered a “zero” until a new project is submitted for no 
more than a 70. 

4 3 2 1 0 

Required 
elements 

The project contains 
all of the elements 
stated in the 
requirements. 

The 
project is 
missing 1 
element. 

The 
project is 
missing 2 
elements. 

The 
project is 
missing 3 
or more. 

The 
project 
has none 
of the 
required 
elements. 

Knowled
ge of 
concept 

Project showcases 
knowledge of the 
chosen book, quote, 
and art, and 
demonstrates 
critical thinking. 

Project 
showcase
s mostly 
correct 
knowledg
e and 
some 
critical 
thinking. 

Partially 
correct 
knowledg
e. Some
critical
thinking.

Lack of 
knowledg
e. Lack of
critical
thinking.

Nothing 
provided 
for 
evaluation
. Does not 
attempt. 

Creative 
connecti
on of the 
quote to 
the text 

The creative project 
focuses on the 
connection between 
the guiding quote 
and the chosen 
book, which is 
evident and shown 
via the chosen art 
form. 

Connectio
n 
between 
chosen 
book and 
quote is 
less 
evident in 
the art 
form and 
requires 
some 
explanati
on. 

Connectio
n is weak 
and 
requires 
much 
explanati
on and 
clarificati
on. 

Connectio
n is not 
evident to 
the 
audience 
even after 
explanati
on and 
clarificati
on. 

There is 
no 
connectio
n present. 



Explanati
on of 
artistic 
choices in 
the 
artist’s 
statemen
t 
(Grade 
level 
appropria
te 
writing) 

Begins with required 
information from 
directions. Clearly 
and completely 
explains the artistic 
choices and 
analyzes the 
effectiveness of the 
choices. 

Not as 
clearly 
explained, 
Some 
analysis is 
there. 

Explanati
on 
confusing
. 

Attempts. No 
attempt. 

Grammar
/ 
Mechanic
s 

Few errors which do 
not detract at all 
from 
understanding.  Obv
ious proof-reading. 

Errors 
detract 
slightly. 
Some 
evidence 
of proof-
reading. 

Errors 
detract. 
Little 
evidence. 

No 
evidence 
of proof 
reading. 

No artistic 
statement 
or 
compositi
on. 
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